[Heart insufficiency in the elderly].
Congestive heart failure in the elderly differs from the one in the younger. The ageing of the cardiovascular system makes the organism weaker. When a myocardial infarction or an other cardiovascular disease happens, the occurrence of congestive heart failure is precipitated. The symptoms which are often misleading and the polypathologies make the assumption of relationship difficult between a symptom like dyspnea and congestive heart failure. Further examinations are limited because of the reduced physical performances in the elderly (stress test) or because of an increased risk of side-effects (coronary angiogram). The echocardiography has a central role in the exploration of congestive heart failure. The medical treatment has the same principles than in the younger but with cautions especially regarding the renal insufficiency and the multiple treatments that an elderly patient has.